
 
 

 

Press Release 

Asahi Photoproducts at EskoWorld 2019 with enhanced plate 
Portfolio 

Attendees will learn how Asahi CleanPrint™ significantly improves 
Overall Equipment Effectiveness (OEE) across the entire flexographic 

production process 

Tokyo/Brussels, May 23, 2019 – Asahi Photoproducts, a pioneer in flexographic photopolymer 
plate development, today announced it is again attending and sponsoring EskoWorld 2019, 
scheduled for 24 to 26 June in Nashville, Tennessee. During the event, Asahi representatives 
will be speaking with attendees about the OEE advantages of Asahi AWP™ water-washable 
plates, as well as their effect on improved environmental sustainability. 

“We began using Asahi AWPTM-DEF plates in 2010,” said Gene Martin, Plant Manager at The 
Robinette Company’s Bristol TN plant. “At the time, it was taking us three hours for the 
platemaking process with solvent plates. With the Asahi AWPTM-DEF plates, the first time out 
in the platemaking process was one hour, with each additional plate in 20 minutes, increasing 
our platemaking capacity by 33%.” Since Robinette only uses Asahi plates, this is a substantial 
time saving in the plate room. 

Martin is delighted with the improvements achieved by using the AWP™ water-washable flexo 
plates. “But nothing in this world stands still,” he comments, “and we are always looking for 
ways to improve our quality and productivity. We are pleased with the work Asahi 
Photoproducts is doing to continue to improve their products as well.” 

In that spirit, The Robinette company beta-tested the brand-new Asahi AWP™-DEW plate last 
year. “We are getting the same great quality and taking advantage of Asahi’s CleanPrint™,” 
Martin states. “But now our first time out for a plate is reduced from an hour to 20 minutes, 
with subsequent plates produced about every 15 minutes.” 

CleanPrint™ plates from Asahi Photoproducts have been specifically engineered to transfer all 
remaining ink to the printed substrate. This is due to the plate’s lower surface energy. 
CleanPrint™ plates do not need to be cleaned as often as conventional digital solvent plates. 
Reduction of plate cleaning stops creates a significant productivity improvement as well as 

http://www.eskoworld.com/events/eskoworld-2019/event-summary-f10acd744c3e4afa8d001b163febb247.aspx
http://www.asahi-photoproducts.com/awp
http://www.asahi-photoproducts.com/awp
http://www.asahi-photoproducts.com/cms/uploads/1490023857_awp_en.pdf


 
 
reduced makeready waste. With Asahi CleanPrint™, flexo operations like The Robinette 
Company also benefit from a 50% reduction in job changeover time compared to solvent plates. 

For more information about CleanPrint™ and other flexographic solutions from Asahi 
Photoproducts, visit www.asahi-photoproducts.com.  

---END--- 

 

Note to Journalists: To schedule a one-on-one briefing with Asahi Photoproducts executives at 
EskoWorld, contact monika.d@duomedia.com 

 

Captions: 

AWP™ plate:  The Robinette Company is the first company in North America using Asahi AWP™-DEW. 

 

    

Plate Technology Time: Water-washable AWP™ plates are more efficient than solvent plates in job 
changeover.  
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About Asahi Photoproducts  

Asahi Photoproducts was founded in 1971 and is a subsidiary of the Asahi Kasei Corporation. Asahi 
Photoproducts is a leading pioneer in the development of photopolymer flexo printing plates. By 
creating high quality flexographic solutions and through continued innovation, the company aims at 
driving print forward in balance with the environment.  

Follow Asahi Photoproducts at    . 

More information is available at www.asahi-photoproducts.com and at:  
 

Monika Dürr 
duomedia 
monika.d@duomedia.com 
+49 (0)6104 944895 

Dr. Dieter Niederstadt 
Asahi Photoproducts Europe n.v. /s.a. 
dieter.niederstadt@asahi-photoproducts.com 
+49 (0)2301 946743 
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