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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLICATION

Announcing IDERA, Xeikon and Flint Group Bring Digital Print to the Corrugated Industry

A fully integrated and comprehensive digital platform 
setting corrugated packaging apart 

Lier, Belgium, 18 June 2020 – Xeikon and Flint group today announced the launch of IDERA, a brand-new digital solutions platform for corrugated packaging converters. One of the cornerstones of this platform is a post-print, single-pass printing press. This press uses certified food-safe water-based inks on coated and uncoated corrugated sheets up to 1.6 m wide x 2.8 m long (5’ 3” wide x 9’2” long) at up to 150 linear m/min (492 ft/min). It is an ideal solution for a corrugated box market with decreasing lot sizes, shorter lead times, and ever-increasing demand for high quality packaging. IDERA will deliver higher print quality than flexography and enable printing of both short and long runs with all the benefits of a digital print-on-demand solution, including reduced waste, Xeikon states. With a much smaller and more environment-friendly footprint, IDERA also has the ability to customize and version. From September onwards, the IDERA solution will be available at the Global Innovation Center in Lier, Belgium for customer evaluation and testing.

“It is no secret that we are seeing rapid changes in the behavioural patterns of consumers, brands and retailers,” explains Sebastien Stabel, Market Segment Manager Carton Packaging. The exponential growth of e-commerce and the increasing pressure on sustainability are underlying forces that drive creative innovation in the digitization of packaging to higher levels of productivity. Ever rising consumer expectations for instant, unique and entertaining products continue to set the bar higher within the supply chain for decreased lead times and even faster delivery. 

Stabel believes there is more change yet to come. In its May 2019 study ‘No ordinary disruption – winning with new models in packaging 2030’, the consulting firm McKinsey warns, “This is the time for companies in the packaging industry to buckle up and get ready. They have less than 2 years to prepare”. With that in mind, companies need to change their focus with an ‘intuition reset’ and review their business models and markets. Migrating from corrugated post-print to digital corrugated printing is the optimal way for forward-thinking businesses to set themselves up for future success. Xeikon’s IDERA solution provides the winning combination of a best-in-class, single-pass digital press for the corrugated sector, food-safety patented ink technology, and an open architecture system for third-party integration.” 

To develop IDERA, Xeikon relied on its long established in-house digital expertise and on the experience and manufacturing footprint of its parent company, Flint Group. As the number one supplier of inks for corrugated packaging, Flint has a deep understanding of the corrugated market. Stabel continues, “We are working closely with Flint Group, our partners, and most importantly our customers, to customize the software, hardware and ink sets and address more closely the needs of the corrugated market in Europe and North America. At the same time, we add our digital expertise to what is already a solid base product.”

Lode Deprez, VP Digital Inks & Imaging Technology adds, “In our R&D Competence Center for digital inks, our engineers develop, formulate and produce our own high-performing, food-safe, water-based inks. This includes our new and patented technology used for pigment dispersion that guarantees the best performance and a cost-efficient solution. 

Key benefits of Xeikon’s IDERA platform for corrugated packaging printers and converters:

· High throughput with a post-print, single-pass printing press. Ready to print on uncoated and coated boards
· Xeikon developed food safety compliant water-based inkjet inks to drive print performance and cost
· An open ecosystem that works together with various best-in-class partners – peripheral equipment, workflow, camera inspection, and more – to get to the best integrated solution 
· A true digital transformation capability supported by Xeikon’s X-800 workflow for corrugated packaging
· Color management and profiling tools as well as integration with third-party manufacturing and MIS software

Filip Weymans, Xeikon’s Vice President of Marketing, states, “With more than 30 years of innovation and experience in digital printing, we are still leading the way. Xeikon is recognized as an advisor in many key markets, such as graphic arts and labels, and now in the corrugated market. Xeikon is a true technology-agnostic advisor in the digital transformation that print manufacturing processes are undergoing. We are excited to be bringing Xeikon and Flint Group knowledge and expertise to the corrugated market with IDERA and our broad range of consulting and advisory services.” 

For more information about IDERA single-pass digital direct-to-corrugated printing and other products and solutions from Xeikon, visit www.xeikon.com and www.idera-sprinting.com



ABOUT XEIKON
Xeikon, a division of Flint Group, is a long-standing leader and innovator in digital printing technology. Grounded in the principles of quality, flexibility and sustainability, Xeikon designs, develops and delivers web-fed digital colour presses for label and packaging applications, document printing, and commercial printing. These printing machines work with different imaging technologies, open workflow software and application-specific consumables. 
	
As an OEM supplier, Xeikon designs and produces plate makers for newspaper offset printing applications. In addition, Xeikon manufactures basysPrint computer-to-conventional plate (CtCP) solutions for the commercial offset printing market. For the flexographic market, Xeikon offers digital platemaking systems under the ThermoFlexX brand. ThermoFlexX systems provide high-resolution plate exposure combined with unique plate handling, flexibility and unmatched productivity. 
	
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]In 2015, Xeikon joined Flint Group to create a new “Digital Printing Solutions” division for the leading global print consumables and solution provider to the packaging and print media industries. Flint Group develops and manufactures an extensive portfolio of consumables for the printing industry. These include a vast range of conventional and energy-curable inks and coatings, press room chemicals, printing plates and equipment, printing blankets and sleeves, and pigments and additives for use in inks and other colorant applications. Flint Group is based in Luxembourg and employs around 7900 people. On a worldwide basis, the company is the number one or number two supplier in every major market segment it serves.

For more information about Xeikon, visit www.xeikon.com and for Flint Group, visit www.flintgrp.com or contact:



PRESS RELEASE	[image: logo_Xeikon]	


[image: P:\Clients 2016\Xeikon International\Tools\Images\Xeikon_logo\A_division_of_FlintGroup_logo(CMYK)-01.jpg]
Xeikon 
Corporate Communications Manager
Danny Mertens
Duwijckstraat 17 – 2500 Lier, Belgium
T: +32 (0) 3 443 13 11 – M: +32 (0) 494 50 00 57
Danny.Mertens@xeikon.com – www.xeikon.com 
PR Agency for Xeikon 
duomedia 
Dorien Cooreman
Barastraat 175 – 1070 Brussels, Belgium 
T: +32 (0)2 560 21 50 – M: +32 (0)478 98 60 58
Dorien.C@duomedia.com – www.duomedia.com
 

Follow Xeikon on:
[image: ] Twitter.com/Xeikon | [image: ] Linkedin.com/Xeikon | [image: youtube_Logo_small] Youtube.com/user/Xeikon | [image: ] Facebook.com/Xeikon
Xeikon International BV - Brieversstraat 70 - 4529GZ Eede, Netherlands – Sales tax ID: NL 8077 8080 7801
T: +31 (0) 117 37 50 38 - F: +31 (0)117 37 50 21 - www.xeikon.com - info@xeikon.com
image3.jpg




image4.png




image5.png
Jou




image6.jpg




image1.jpg
XEIKON





image2.jpg
A division of IFITIEGroup




