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Why you should have designs on the hottest trend in 

garment decoration  

 
By Axel Stuhlreiter, Head of Textile Solutions, Graphic Communications Group, Ricoh Europe  

  

  

Ricoh Europe, London, April 22 2022 －Direct To Film (DTF) printing technology has been 

described by Keypoint Intelligence as the newest and hottest decorated apparel trend. 

 

In just over two years it has emerged as an all-for-one technology.  

 

This is because it has a number of attractions. They include the ability to work with Direct to 

Garment (DTG) printing technology to produce a wide range of high quality sportswear and 

workwear, as well as corporate and promotional items, on a broader range of substrates like 

polyester and nylon. 

 

DTF cost effectively delivers on demand, or short run print, as there is a shallower learning 

curve for printing DTF transfers and there is no need to pre-treat the fabric.  

 

The transfer technology works by printing designs onto Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) film 

using water-based pigment inks. The design is printed with CMYK ink first and then white ink. 

This is a reversal of the standard DTG approach of white ink first, followed by CMYK. At the 

same time the image is reversed so that its orientation is mirrored.  

 

The wet ink is powdered with a hot-melt adhesive and then cured. The final cured image is 

transferred to the textile application using a heat press. 

 

Among the benefits of the technology are: 

• Increased opportunities for customised, short run, on demand garment production by 

enabling printing on a wider range of fabrics. 

• Material versatility and suitability for fabrics not ideal for other production methods, such 

as water repelling surfaces like leather and nylon. Polyester can be used as well. 

http://www.ricoh-europe.com/
https://www.infotrends.com/news/editors-desk/2022/february/direct-to-film-is-booming-with-the-all-for-one-transfer-technique/
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• Durability and high fastness that makes it particularly suitable for applications such as 

synthetic sport jerseys. It is also ideal for workwear, promotional items and corporate 

branding. 

• Greater elasticity and stretchability for high quality results on a wider range of 

applications.  

• Very soft and flexible results. 

• Extensive colour options. 

• The ability to produce full colour, photorealistic images, and no limitations on complex 

designs.  

• The ability to prepare images in advance and apply to fabric at a later date. This 

prevents over production for a more sustainable approach. 

 

Another benefit offered by Ricoh’s recently launched DTF solution is cost effective and fast 

production for low volumes.  

 

The retrofittable technology can easily be combined with the capabilities of Ricoh’s existing Ri 

1000 and Ri 2000  Direct to Garment printers to provide a broader portfolio of business winning 

applications. It also allows operations to maximise the utilisation of their Ricoh DTG printers and 

achieve a greater Return on Investment. 

 

Designs can be pre-produced and stored as ready-to-go transfer film for quick application. High 

quality production is supported by ColorGATE Textile Productionserver V21.10. It accurately 

processes rich graphics from creative applications. Ricoh’s DTF technology also achieves very 

soft and flexible results and meets Oeko Tex standards. 

 

Are the application opportunities highlighted here something you can see making your next 

collection? Talk to us to learn more. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ricoh-europe.com%2Fproducts%2Fdirect-to-garment-printers%2Fri100&data=04%7C01%7CAnne.Veldman%40ricoh-europe.com%7C1652d3eaaea54a1851be08da02816b8e%7Cdd29478d624e429eb453fffc969ac768%7C0%7C0%7C637825052177037773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EfblAJCKgNm3VzjMy52vgxQy2741BjPgutnNvzsLTpI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ricoh-europe.com%2Fproducts%2Fdirect-to-garment-printers%2Fri100&data=04%7C01%7CAnne.Veldman%40ricoh-europe.com%7C1652d3eaaea54a1851be08da02816b8e%7Cdd29478d624e429eb453fffc969ac768%7C0%7C0%7C637825052177037773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EfblAJCKgNm3VzjMy52vgxQy2741BjPgutnNvzsLTpI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ricoh-europe.com/products/direct-to-garment-printers/ri2000
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| About Ricoh | 

Ricoh is empowering digital workplaces using innovative technologies and services, thus enabling 
individuals to work smarter.  
 
With cultivated knowledge and organizational capabilities nurtured over its 85-years history, Ricoh is a 
leading provider of document management solutions, IT services, communications services, commercial 
and industrial printing, digital cameras, and industrial systems. 
 
Headquartered in Tokyo, Ricoh Group has major operations throughout the world and its products and 
services now reach customers in approximately 200 countries and regions. In the financial year ended 
March 2021, Ricoh Group had worldwide sales of 1,682 billion yen (approx. 15.1 billion USD). 
 
For further information, please visit www.ricoh-europe.com. 
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