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XSYS launches a complete guide of best practices in the use of washout solvents 
for consistent plate quality 

 
Willstaett, Germany. 25 January 2023 – Common quality issues associated with washout solvents in flexo 
plate making is the topic of a new technical paper by XSYS. The insightful guide which is entitled “XSYS 
WASHOUT SOLVENTS 101 – How can washout solvents contribute to consistent plate quality?” examines 
some of the often-heard myths surrounding the washout process and explains the adverse effects the 
incorrect use of washout solvents can have on the final print quality.  
 
The guide highlights the importance of maintaining the right balance of components in the special type of 
solvent, such as XSYS nylosolv® A, used in flexo plate making systems. If this part of the process is 
neglected, the effectiveness of the washout is compromised and numerous issues with the print quality can 
occur, including so-called rice-grain effect, register problems, or missing halftone dots. As well as providing 
solutions to some of these common problems, the new guide also explains the history of nylosolv®, which 
was the first chlorine-free washout solvent on the market, and the science behind each of its components.   
 
“We are always keen to share the vast pool of knowledge we have amassed here at XSYS to help our 
customers maximize productivity, guarantee high quality, and reduce plate waste,” said Simon Top, 

Product Manager nyloflex®. “This new technical guide is another great example of how XSYS, as a 

leading supplier to the flexo industry, not only provides best-in-class solutions, but also delivers more value 
so our customers can produce brilliant results.     
 
“As we conclude in WASHOUT SOLVENTS 101, not only does correctly adjusted washout solvent ensure 
that the best plate quality is produced, it also helps to increase equipment efficiency and longevity which 
will result in significant cost savings, higher productivity and more sustainable production,” said Stephan 
Reis, Global Strategic Marketing Director, in closing. 
 
The XSYS WASHOUT SOLVENTS 101 guide is freely available in multiple languages and can be 
downloaded here. 
 
 

 
ABOUT XSYS 
Headquartered in Willstaett, Germany, XSYS operates globally and remains one of the largest suppliers 
offering both flexographic and letterpress prepress solutions, including plates, sleeves, processors, 
workflow solutions, and expert professional services, designed to help these industries move forward with 
increasing innovation, improved productivity and profitability, and a reduced environmental footprint. 
 
In recognizing our endeavor to bring more brilliance into the packaging industry – into the lives of our 
customers and colleagues – XSYS has achieved a Silver Medal rating from EcoVadis for its sustainability. 
This distinction goes beyond our commitment to protecting the environment by also evaluating our 
dedication to social responsibility, diversity, and human rights. 
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The broad XSYS portfolio comprises some of the industry’s best-known brands of consumables (nyloflex® 
and nyloprint® plates), plate processing equipment (Xpress, ThermoFlexX, and Catena), surface screening 
software (Woodpecker), plate mounting (rotec®), and washout solvents (nylosolv®). Brilliant products and 
services for brilliant print results and business success. 


